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IN THE CLAIMS : 

1. A system f>or a network of computers, including 
personal computers, Vomprising: 

means for netwoA services including browsing 
functions, as well as \hared computer processing such as 
parallel processing, to\be provided to said personal 
computers within said ' ne\work ; 

at least two- said pe)p^nal computers; 

means for at least PnVAf said personal computers, 
when idled by a personalSr^r \ to be made available 
temporarily to provide said Shared computer processing 
services to said network; anc^ 

means for monitoring on a 
said services to each said pers 
user . 



net basis the provision of 
nal computer or to said 



1 
2 
3 



2. The s^tem of claim 1, wherein said system is 
scalar in that s^aid system imposes no limit to the number 
of said personal Computers . 



1 3. The systemXof claim 2, wherein said system 

2 includes at least 10324 said personal computers. 



1 
2 
3 
4 



4. The system ofXclaim 1, wherein said system is 
scalar in that said sysVem imposes no limit to the numbe: 
of said personal computeVs participating in a single 
shared computer process ir^^^^epe rat ion . 



1 5 . The system of cj 

2 includes at least 256 said 



, wherein said system 
irsonal computers . 



G . The system of claim i, wherein said network is 
connected to the Internet and \ts equivalents and 
successors, so that said personal computers include at 
least a million personal computeVs 



7. The system of claim 1, whferein said network is 
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connected the World Wide Web and it 



s successors. 



8. The Wstem of claim 1. wherein said network 
includes at le\st one network server that participates in 



said shared cc 



:er processing, 
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9. The syste>m of claim 1, wherein said monitoring 
means includes a m^er device to measure the flow of 
computing power bet^^en said personal computers and said 
network . 
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10. The system oA claim 1, wherein said monitoring 
means includes a means Byy which said personal user of 
said personal computer ik provided with a prospective 
estimate of cost for saidXnetwork to execute an operation 
requested by said user pri\r to execution of said " 
operation by said network, 



1 
2 
3 
4 



11. The system of claimXl^^ wherein said system has 
a control means by which to p^lt and to deny access to 
said personal computers by sa^Aetwork for shared 
computer processing. 



2 
3 



12. The system of claim 1, wkerem- access to said 
personal computers by said network \s limited to those 
times when said personal computers aVe idle. 



1 
2 
3 
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13. The system of claim 1, wherein said personal 
computers having at least one microprocessor and 
communicating with said network through\a connection 
means having a speed of data transmissioVi that is at 
least greater than a peak data processing speed of said 
microprocessor. 



14. A system for a network of computes, including 
personal computers, comprising: 

means for network services including browsing 



wo 98/26366 



PCT/US97/21812 



4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 



49 

f unctions , \ as well as shared computer processing such as 
parallel pi^cessing, to be provided to said personal 
computers w^hin said network; 

at least\ two said personal computers; 

means foA at least one of said personal computers, 
when idled by A personal user, to be made available 
temporarily to i^rovide said shared computer processing 
services to said Vietwork ; and 

means for maintaining a standard cost basis for the 
provision of said ^ervices to each said personal computer 
or to said user. 



1 
2 
3 

1 
2 

1 
2 
3 
4 

X 
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15. The system V>f claim 14, wherein said system is 
scalar in that said sy^stem imposes no limit to the number 



of said personal computers. 



\ 



16. The system of claim 15, wherein said system 
includes at least 1,024 said personal computers. 




17. The system of clMLm ' wherein said system is 
scalar in that said systerno-^ases no limit to the number 
of said personal computers participating in a single 
shared computer processing of^eration. 



\ 



18. The system of claim 17, wherein said system 
includes at least 256 said personal computers. 



1 19 . The system of claim 14 ,\ wherein said network is 

2 connected to the Internet and itsXequivalents and 

3 successors, so that said personal computers include at 

4 least a million personal computers .\ 

1 20. The system of claim 14, wherein the standard 

2 cost is fixed. 



1 .21. The system of claim 14, wherein the fixed 

2 standard cost is zero. 
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22 



The 



system of claim 14, wherein said means for 
maintaining a ^andard cost basis includes the use of 
making availablA a standard number of said personal 
computers for shared processing by said personal 
computers . 



1 23. The systd^m of claim 14, wherein said network is 

2 connected to the Wo^ld Wide Web and its successors. 



1 
2 
3 



24. The system W claim 14, wherein said personal 
user can override saiA means for maintaining a standard 
cost basis so that saiffl personal user can obtain 
additional network servVces. 



2. 
3 
4 



25 



The system of ilaim 14, wherein said system has 
a control means by which Vo permit and to deny access to 
said personal computers b^ said network for shared 
computer processing. 
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26. The system of claim 14, wherein said personal 
computers having at least onW^Tli^croprocessor and 
communicating with said netvArJd^ through a connection 
means having a speed of data^^insmission that is at 
least greater than a peak dan A processing speed of said 
microprocessor . 
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27. A system for a networ)^ of computers, including 
personal computers, comprising: 

at least two said personal computers; 

means for at least one said pWsonal computer, when 
directed by its personal user, to Aunction temporarily as 
a master personal computer to initiate and control the 
execution of a computer processing cLeration shared with 
at least one other said personal comj^uter in said 
network ; 

means for at least one other saiA personal computer, 
when idled by its personal user, to be\made available to 
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function temp>s;rarily as ac least one slave personal 
computer to pa^icipate in the execution of a shared 
computer proces^ng operation controlled by said master 
personal computerX and 

means for saiJi personal computers to alternate as 
directed between fu^tioning as a master and functioning 
as a slave in said sNared computer processing operations. 



1 28. The system o35 claim 27, wherein said system is 

2 scalar in that said system imposes no limit to the number 

3 of said personal computeVs. 



1 
2 



29. The system of ciaim 28, wherein said system 
includes at least 256 said\ personal comouters . 



1 30. The system of claim 27, wherein said system, is 

2 scalar in that said system iVnposes no limit to the number 

3 of said personal computers participating in a single 

4 shared computer processing oi[^^^a^±on , 

1 31, The system of c la im^^O , ^ wherein said system 

2 includes at least 256 said personal computers 



1 
2 
3 
4 



32. The system of claim 27Awherein saia system is 
scalar in that said system imposesXno limit to the number 
of said personal computers participating in a single 
shared computer processing operatioA. 



1 
2 



33. The system of claim 27, wheVein said system 
includes at least 256 said personal computers. 



34. The system of claim 27, wherein said network is 
connected to the Internet and its equivalents and 
successors, so that said personal computeVs include ac 
least a million personal computers. 



1 



The system of claim 27, wherein said shared 
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Jing is parallel processing. 



computer proc 

36. The s^^tem of claim 27, wherein said network is 
connected to the\world Wide Web and its successors. 

37. The syst^ on claim 27, wherein a means for 
network services, including browsing and broadcast 
functions, as well ak shared computer processing such as 
parallel processing, Are provided to said personal 
computers within said metwork. 
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2 
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38. The system of \claim 27, wherein said network 
includes at least one network server that participates in 
said shared computer processing. 

39. The system of clkim 27, wherein said personal 
computers include a transpoVider means so that a master 
personal computer can deteriljine the closest available 
slave personal computers. 
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40. The system of claimV27^^wh said closest 

available slave personal compiVeDAis compatible with said 
master personal computer to exS^te said shared computer 
processing operation . 
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41. The system of claim 27, \ wherein said personal 
computers having at least one microprocessor and 
communicating with said network thVough a connection 
means having a speed of data transrkssion that is at 
least greater than a peak data processing speed of said 
microprocessor , 
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42, A system architecture for computers, including 
personal computers, to function withinXa network of 
computers, comprising: 

a computer with at least two microj^irocessors and 
having a connection means with a networkXof computers; 
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6 said architecture for said computers including a 

7 firewall means, for personal computers to limit access by 

8 said network Vo only a portion of the hardware, software, 

9 firmware, and other components of said personal 

10 computers; \ 

11 said firew^l means will not permit access by said 

12 network to at least a one said microprocessor having a 

13 means to functionVas a master microprocessor to initiate 

14 and control the execution of a computer processing 

15 operation shared wi^h said at least one other 

16 microprocessor having a means to function as a slave 

17 microprocessor; and \ 

18 said firewall meians permitting access by said 

19 network to said slave \microprocessor . 

1 43. The system architecture of claim 42, wherein 

2 said computer is a personal computer. 

1 44. The system architecture of claim 43, wherein 

2 said personal computer is h microchip. 

1 45, The system archiyactiire of claim 42, wherein 

2 said computer have a control Weans by which to permit and 

3 to deny access to said computer by the network for shared 

4 computer processing. \ 

1 46. The system of claim 4 B , wherein said system is 

2 scalar in that said system impo^s no limit to the number 

3 of said personal computers, \ 

1 . 47. The system of claim 4'6,\wherein said system 

2 includes at least 256 said personal computers. 

1 48. The system of claim 43, wfterein said network is 

2 connected to the Internet and its equivalents and 

3 successors, so that said personal computers include at 

4 least a million personal computers. \ 
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49. The system of claim 43, wherein said system is 
scalar in that skid system imposes no limit to the number 
of said personal A^omputers participating in a single 
shared computer processing operation. 



1 50. The system >Df claim 49, wherein said system 

2 includes at least 256 personal computers 
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51. The system of dJaim 43, wherein said personal 
computers having at least None microprocessor and 
communicating with said ne^ork through a connection 
means having, a speed of dat^ transmission that is at 
least greater than a peak dat^ processing speed of said 
microprocessor . 




